The experiments and observations mentioned below were carried out some years ago in relation to asthma, but it may be worth publishing them for other reasons. In asthma there is cause for thinking that bronchiole spasm and mucosal turgescence co-exist. Clinical observation had shown the probability of this long before the pioneer researches of Gaskell had demonstrated that stimulation of the parasympathetic (vagus) contracted the muscles of trachea and bronchi, and that stimulation of the antagonist sympathetic was inhibitory on these muscles but constrictive of the bronchial vessels.
(The bronchial arterial supply from the aorta is too apt to be forgotten when one is thinking of pulmonary conditions.)
In asthma, especially in chronic cases, the vagus seems to be unduly irritable;* it is, therefore, important while 
